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FEBRUARY THOUGHTS:
"There seems to be so much more winter than we need this year."- Kathleen Norris

FEBRUARY STUMPER:
What is a bed key?

(Answer at the end of the newsletter.)

NEW MEMBERS:
Bernard and Michelle Michaud of Winterberry Court
Ragan Bartlett of Main Street
Welcome to all of you!
BUSINESS:
We resumed the Tuesday morning gatherings from 9:00 to noon at the Cumberland Historical
Society Museum to work. Lynda Jensen and Linda Fulda have been meeting with Carolyn Small
to hunker down and get things in shape! If anyone else is interested in working Tuesday
mornings, or would prefer an evening or two a month, please contact Carolyn at 829-4423, by
cell at 415-4589, or by email at csmall1943@maine.rr.com. We can make arrangements.
Congratulations to member Steve Moriarty for winning the election for Maine House of
Representatives, not the Senate as was reported last month.
This is an opportunity to help the Cumberland Historical Society win up to $5,000 to
preserve the 1853 schoolhouse building in which the history of the town is kept. All
you have to do is take a minute of your time, and cast a vote. There have been
some major issues with the furnace the past few years, and it needs either an
overhaul or replacement. The winning of this money will cover the cost of whatever
route is decided on by the officers and trustees. There is so much in that building
that is precious and historically valuable to the history of Cumberland. PLEASE take
a moment to vote for the Cumberland Historical Society as a write-in candidate in
the Bangor Savings Bank Community Matters More contest. CLICK HERE and follow
the instructions to cast your vote. You will have to scroll down to “Greater Portland
Area”, then do the voting. You must be a Maine resident to vote. Please tell all
your relatives, neighbors, and friends, and help us out with this. Your vote is greatly
appreciated. On line voting ends March 11.

THE BOLDUC FAMILY OF CUMBERLAND
Having had the honor of receiving an invitation to the promotion ceremony to Brigadier
General for Gerard F. Bolduc, Jr., it just fell into place that a history of this young man’s family
was in order. Anyone who grew up and/or lived in Cumberland in the 40’s through present time
recognizes the Bolduc name, and probably “hard workers” is the first thing that comes to mind.
Eddie and Marie Jolin Bolduc were both born in St. Theophile, Quebec Provence, Canada. Hard
times had befallen Eddie’s family, so he quit school and went to work in the woods. He later, in
1927, got a job with the railroad. Marie worked as a family’s helper in the Maine, just across the
border from where she lived at the time. Eddie and Marie were married about 1928, and soon
after moved to Lewiston, Maine. Their first child, Gerard Fernand Bolduc, was born there April
30, 1930. Eddie bid for the job as section foreman at Cumberland , and got it, so they moved
there . They lived in the big brick house on Cross Road, near the Cumberland Depot, but, in
1938, built their own home on Longwoods Road, just beyond the railroad tracks. The
foundation was dug with a scoop, using a horse as horsepower. Hans Hansen, a local well
driller, dug the well. He drove a point in the ground by pounding the pipe with a large hammer.
Hans Hansen is a forebearer of members of the Cumberland Historical Society; the late Jeffrey
Butland, former President, Diane Butland Woods, Philip Stanhope and his son, Tom. Eddie’s
brother-in-law, Fred Pelchet from New Hampshire, did the bigger part of building the house,
but Eddie was right there as much as he could be. During World War II, Marie worked at the
South Portland shipyards as a welder. She later worked at Royal River Sardines in Yarmouth.
The children, after Gerard, were born while they lived in Cumberland. They had the proud
distinction of being the only Catholic family living in Cumberland at that time. Tales are told of
the Bolduc kids, the Burnell kids, the Corey kids, and the Arbo kids down by the railroad station
playing baseball at the station yard every chance that they could. All of these kids graduated
from Greely. The Bolduc kids were all active participants in school, with sports and other things
as well. Philip was on the 1963 basketball team that won the Maine State Championship, under
the leadership of Coach Bob Leighton, his brother-in-law! Growing up, all of them worked at
various farms, haying or picking vegetables. After graduation and a stint in the Army, Gerard
first worked for the railroad as a telegrapher then went to work for the U.S. Post Office,
traveling in an 18-wheeler, sorting mail as they rode the highways. After serving in the Army in
Korea, Roger worked for various big construction firms, including Texas oil rigs and the
Seabrook Plant in New Hampshire. He also ran the Mobil Station at the corner of Winn Road
and Main Street, the store in Pownal Center, barbered at his father-in-law’s (Charlie
Reinsborough in Yarmouth)barber shop, and helped build the Lawn Avenue development with
Fred Osgood. Edward, after serving in the Army, followed his father’s footsteps and went to
work for the railroad as a yard clerk. Margaret, too, was a railroad employee, working in the
accounting office as a billing operator. Philip served in the Army after graduation, and worked
as a rigger in heavy construction until his retirement. They all married and raised families,

eventually ending up in Cumberland at one time or another. Gerard married Sylvia Leblond at
St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church in Lewiston. Their children are Theresa, Gerard Jr., Denise and
Stacey. Roger married Donna Reinsborough of Yarmouth at Sacred Heart in Yarmouth. Their
two daughters are Kim and Kelly. Edward married Fay Brown of Cumberland, and their children
are Cheryl and Jimmy. At Sacred Heart in Yarmouth, Margaret married Bob Leighton of Cape
Elizabeth. Their children are Susan, Dennis, and Greg. Philip first married Paula Burrows of
Cumberland, and their children are Kevin and Amy. Phil is now married to Rhonda Hamilton.
There is, of course, now another generation on hand. Lots of the Bolduc family still in or near
Cumberland.
Gerard passed away suddenly on March 30, 1981. His father, Eddie passed away a year later on
June 21, 1982, Marie on February 20, 1993, Edward, on August 23, 1997, and Roger on
February 24, 2010. All are buried in Moss Side Cemetery in their beloved Cumberland.
Now, let’s take a Greely photo trip to the past……………………………………
Greely basketball 1946-47, front row, left to right;
Lewis Anderson, Gerard Bolduc, Herbert Sonier, Robert Shaw, Herbert Foster
Top row, left to right:
Coach Into Soumi, Kenneth Nason, Frank Leighton, Allan Corey, Keith Robinson

Greely Basketball 1949 Seated, left to right: Lewis Anderson, Richard Sullivan,
Captain Robert Shaw, Keith Robinson, Donald Burnell, and Glen Hutchins
Standing, left to right: Coach Into Suomi, Lin Packard, Gerard Bolduc, Neil Tame,
Donald Sullivan, Bill Hayward, Bobby Darling, and Manager Earle Jackson

Where’s Eddie?

Greely baseball 1947
Kneeling left to right: Gerard Bolduc, Brian Hamilton, Sonny Hynes, Robert Logan, Rex Middlesworth
Seated, left to right: Keith Robinson, Allan Corey, Linwood Packard, Frank Leighton, Robert Shaw, Donald
McLean
Standing, left to right: Neil Tame, Coach Suomi, Earle Jackson, Leon Vermette, William Rogers, Roger
Bolduc, Donald Sullivan, Donald Dean, Richard Sullivan, Lawrence Ross

1963 Class M State Basketball Champs : Seated : ?, Gordon Mason, Tom Kelly, ?, Howie Moynihan, ?
Back Row: Norman Taylor, Vern Goff, David Potter, Phil Bolduc, Tom Peterson, Eric Hake, Terry Clinch,
Bobby Burrows, one of the Smith twins, Coach Bob Leighton

Robert Leighton and Margaret Bolduc Leighton September 4, 1954

Top; Eddie and Marie late 1970’s , Eddie and Marie about 1928
Eddie, Marie and sister Toni
Students at Red Brick Schoolhouse (Margaret Bolduc is front row, 3rd from left), Eddie and Marie at
home 1950’s
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Michael McDevitt being named Player of the Week recently in the Portland Press Herald. Michael’s
mother and grandmother are both members of the Cumberland Historical Society. Other current Greely
sports news: the girls’ hockey team, and the boys’ swim team both won the States this week.

FEBRUARY STUMPER ANSWER:

An antique bed key is used to tighten the rope.

February 21
AT SKYLINE FARM
The Cumberland Historical Society will meet 7:00PM on Thursday, February 21 at Skyline Farm on The
Lane in North Yarmouth to take a tour of the facility and view the amazing collection of carriages there.
Visitors are reminded to bundle up because, although the reception room is heated, the showroom is
not. Refreshments will be provided by the Cumberland Historical Society. This program is free and open
to the public, but donations are gratefully accepted. For further information, contact Carolyn Small at
829-4423, 415-4589, or by email at csmall1943@maine.rr.com. Please join us for a trot back in time.

Since we are providing the refreshments, we need a few volunteers to bake some goodies and bring
them to the program. HELP!

